
Our Climate and Energy 
Policy Tracking tool...
... reports on recent developments in the climate 

and energy sphere of select countries around the 

world and aims to provide:

Climate and Energy  
Policy Tracker

Learn more by contacting: 

emilie.alberola@i4ce.org

1. Political context and synthesized infor-
mation on regulatory developments in selected 
countries;

2. An infographic tool which offers a snapshot 
of policy trends according to thematic and 
geographic scope;

3. A clear, well-designed report that meets the 
specific and individual needs of the client.

CONTEXT

COP21 and the historical negotiation of 
the Paris Agreement have added to the 
global momentum to achieve net-zero 
emissions by the end of this century. 

As a result, a new regulatory environment is emerging 

that invites governments worldwide to implement 

climate and energy policies and adapt to a more 

carbon-constrained world.

To succeed in the low-carbon transition, governments 

will be required to progressively revise current policies 

and define new measures. Navigating this new, fast-

changing landscape can present a challenge to public 

and private stakeholders who would like to remain up 

to date on developments in this field.

To assist public and private decision makers 

in their understanding of the new climate and 

energy landscape, I4CE produces the Climate and 

Energy Policy Tracker to deliver key messages and 

information from the climate and energy policy 

sphere that can support their decisions in favour of 

the low-carbon transition. 



I4CE offers a tailored monitoring tool  
to help navigate the new climate and energy landscape, 
to better identify trends and aid in decision-making.

Since 2013, the I4CE Industry, Energy and 
Climate (IEC) team have delivered monthly reports 
relaying international and national developments in 
climate and energy policies to public and private 
stakeholders.

I4CE’s methodology and database 
deliver the most accurate and up-to-date 
information available to:

•	 provide a succinct international overview of 
policy developments from official sources to 
help inform businesses, corporations and political 
decision-makers in selected countries;

•	 offer a perspective on trends in international 
policy developments in climate and energy;

•	 provide regular information on policy calendars 
and agendas which can help stakeholders plan 
for upcoming regulation and can also provide 
visibility on future trends.
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Key	Developments	

	Climate	and	Energy	Strategy	

EU Council conclusions on EU diplomacy post 
COP 21 

February 15: The EU Council welcomes the Paris 
Agreement and the development of an elaborated 
climate diplomacy action plan for 2016 with three 
main ideas:  

1. Maintaining climate change advocacy as a

strategic priority in diplomatic dialogues, public

diplomacy and external policy instruments;

2. Supporting implementation of the Paris

Agreement and iNDCs;

3. Increasing efforts to address the nexus of

climate change, natural resources, including

water, prosperity, stability and migration

In addition, diplomatic outreach should also focus 
on negotiations in the ICAO (International Civil 
Aviation Organisation)and the IMO (International 
Maritime Organisation) to address GHG emissions 
of these sectors. The Council also invites its High 
representative, Member States and the EU 
Commission to work closely on the climate 
diplomacy action plan for 2016 and to report back 
by summer 2016 with progress and upcoming 
challenges (See Find Out More Section) 

	Carbon	Policy	

EU ETS REVISION 

First ENVI Committee on the revision of the EU 
ETS 

February 18: The first ENVI Committee has taken 
place .this month where the EU Commissioner 
reconfirmed that the EU Commission does not 
intend to propose raising EU climate ambition and 
instead is focusing on implementing the EU's 2030 
Climate & Energy Package. Main topics of 
discussions were on carbon leakage (likelihood of 
applying a Cross-Sectoral-Correction Factor in 
Phase IV; a tiered approach to allocating free 
allowances; the benchmark values for Phase IV, 

consideration of indirect costs etc.); on aligning the 
EU ETS with the Paris Agreement (specifically 
raising ambition and five year reviews); on extending 
the scope of the EU ETS to other sectors and 
exploring potential reasons for the recent drop in 
the carbon price.  

	Energy	Efficiency	Policy	

Energy Efficiency Directive implementation 
report released 

February 23: The ENVI Committee discussed a 
draft opinion on the issue. The ITRE rapporteur 
stressed that the Directive has triggered many 
positive developments in Member States (MS), but 
that poor implementation is hindering the Directives’ 
full potential. He pointed out that the main 
weakness of the existing Directive is that most of 
the measures will expire in 2020 unless it is 
appropriately amended, which means that its main 
provisions, in particular Article 7, should be 
extended not only up to 2030, but also beyond that 
time. He also stated that the proposed 2030 energy 
efficiency target is not ambitious enough and called 
for the elimination of loopholes in the existing 
Directive, especially in Article 7, while maintaining 
flexibility for MS to choose among the different 
possible measures. 

			European	Union

! EU Council conclusions on EU Diplomacy
post COP 21 were unveiled

! The first ENVI Committee on the review of

the EU ETS was held

! The implementation report on the Energy
efficiency directive was released

Highlights	
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HighlightsOther	key	issues		
EU is on the path to reach energy efficiency 
target – Eurostat released statistics on energy 
saving. Primary energy consumption decreased
between 1990 and 2014 by 4%. The indicator 
measuring progress towards the 20% target of the 
Europe 2020 strategy for the primary energy 
reached 15.7 % in 2014.  

EU 28 primary energy savings and the 2020 target 

Source: Eurostat, February 2016 

Final energy consumption decreased between 1990

 

and 2014 by 2%. The indicator measuring progress

 

towards the 2020 target for final energy reached

 

16.9% in 2014. The actual final energy consumption

 

in 2014 was 2% lower than the target value in

 

Article 3 of the EED. 

 

Find	out	more	
! Council conclusions on European climate

 

diplomacy after COP21, EU Council, February

 

2016 

!  An EU strategy on heating and cooling, EU

 

Commission, February 2016 	
! Draft report on the proposal setting a framework

for energy efficiency labelling and repealing 
Directive, ITRE Committee, January 2016	

!  A sustainable bioenergy policy for the peruid
after 2020, EU Commission, February 2016

	

 

Policy review on Bioenergy – 
Public consultation ends on 10 
May. 

 Paris Agreement Decision –EU Environment 
Council will unveil its opinions on 4 March  and 
discuss the implication of COP21 for EU Climate & 
Energy Policy. Their conclusions will be discussed 
amongst EU Heads of States during 17-18 March. 
The EU Commission will propose a Decision for the 
signing of the PA on 22 April. 

ETS Revision – Informal Environment Council 
meeting will be held on 14-15 April and carbon
pricing will be part of discussions. An expert panel on 
free allocation, carbon leakage rules and the CSCF is 
expected to take place on 21st April. The ENVI 
Committee will draft a report expected to be released 
on 20 May. 

Cross sectoral correction factor (CSCF) lawsuit - 
the Courts final verdict is expected in the first half of 
2016. 

Review of Effort Sharing Decision– EU 
Commission will release its proposal in the first half 
of 2016 setting national GHG targets and addressing 
the integration of the LULUCF sector. 

Heating and Cooling Strategy – will be released by 
the EU Commission in early 2016. The strategy is 
expected to identify solutions and measures to 
reduce demand for heating and cooling in the 
residential, tertiary and industrial sectors. In the same 
time, the Strategy should monitor the quality of the 
services and comfort, and reduce dependence on
fossil fuels 

Revision of Energy efficiency directive– EED 
review is expected for the third quarter of 2016. 

Revision of the RES Directive. The revision will be 
released in Fall 2016. 

Energy Performance of Building Directive - The 
review of the EPBD is expected for the third quarter 
of 2016. 

Energy Union – Its second state of the Energy union 
is expected for the end of 2016. It will present the 
outcomes of 2016, and update the 28 country 
factsheets on Energy Union implementation and 
guidance. End of 2016, the EU Commission will 
organize a forum in which Member States can 
present a draft plan on which other Member States 
can comment. Drafts for national plans should be 
finalized by mid-2017 

Energy efficiency Labelling Directive – The new 
text will enter into force on 1 January 2017. 

NEXT	
STEPS	

	Renewable	Energy	policy
No information has been found. 

A

B

C

D

E

EXECUTIVE  

SUMMARY

Climate strategy

This month of February has seen few 

developments on climate strategy. At the 

regional level, the EU Council welcomed 

the Paris Agreement and on February 15th, 

presented a first set of guidelines for the design of a 2016 

climate diplomacy action plan. At the national level, in mid-

February, the Swedish parliamentary Committee proposed 

to reduce territorial GHG emissions by 85% by 2045 compared 

to 1990 levels and to offset the remaining emissions through 

projects overseas with the aim of being carbon neutral by 2045. 

Additionally, the UK Department of Energy and Climate 

Change unveiled its action plan for the pre-2020 period. At the 

subnational level, seventeen US States pledged to accelerate 

renewable energy deployment and boost a green transition on 

February 16th.

Carbon policy

February was marked by several domestic 

carbon pricing policy developments with three 

strong signals sent by USA and Australia. The 

first came from the Australian Finance Minister announcing 

that no additional budget will be given to the Emission Reduction 

Fund program on February 1st. This announcement could mean 

the potential closure of the program due to lack of funding. Just 

over a week later, on February 9th, the US Supreme Court 

voted for a “motion to stay” the enforcement of the Clean 

Power Plan until the judicial review process is complete. This 

decision might impact the future of the CPP and the timeline for 

implementation. On February 26th, the Kazakhstan Vice Energy 

Minister announced that the national ETS will ve suspended 

until 2018.

New ETS design and the review of current ETS were the main 

topics of this month. China National Development and 

Reform Commission released new guidance on the national 

scheme. Ontario released a draft law affecting its ETS proposal 

on February 25th. The draft mentions free allocations for covered 

industry facilities for at least four years. 

Regarding ETS revisions, Shanghai Development and 

Reform Commission announced that it would extend its pilot 

program to local shipping and lowered its annual coverage 

threshold (to 10,000 tCO2
e) on February 22nd. On February 18th 

the European parliamentary environmental Committee 

had its first exchange of views on the EU ETS review for 

Phase IV. France has, unofficially, shared a non-paper on 

introducing a soft price collar for the EU ETS. Beginning of the 

month, the British government decided to keep its own EUA 

auction platform “ICE”. On February 17th, California launched 

a review on its ETS regulation to bring it into alignment with 

the CPP. RGGI held its second stakeholder meeting on the 

program review on February 2nd.

Finally, at the international level, the International Civil 

Aviation Organization for the first time, after a long awaited 

time, agreed on international carbon emission standards but 

only for new aircraft designs (from 2020) and new deliveries of 

current designs (from 2023) on February 8th.

Energy and  

Energy Efficiency policy

Over the course of the month, energy 

efficiency developments were focused on 

transport and energy sectors. On February 2nd, German 

Ministry of Environment extended the energy transition 

protection initiative for small and medium enterprises until 

the end of 2018. The EU Commission presented its energy 

security package on February 16th. Among the four pillars 

was  the Heating and Cooling Strategy which was unveiled 

the same day. 

Regarding transport sector, the German Ministry of Transport 

announced a new program promoting the deployment of 

power charging stations on February 15th. The South Korean 

Ministry of Environment announced new subsidy budget for 

eco-friendly vehicle on January 28th.

Renewable energy policy

On renewable energy developments, the 

Japanese Cabinet approved the review 

of renewable energy feed-in tariff and the 

launch of a solar auction scheme (2017) on February 9th. The 

Chinese State Council unveiled an updated biogas policy 

for rural areas on February 19th. The same day, the German 

Ministry of Energy approved a new program to promote 

solar battery storage. Mid-February, the German Ministry 

of Economy rejected the EU Commission plans to make 

industrial firms generating their own power pay a surcharge 

to fund renewable energy.
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BAROMETRE OF  CAREE POLICIES

 Location: Europe Asia and Oceania North and South America
 Africa
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Climate  
and 
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Strategy

2020 Framework

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

2030 Framework

■
■

■
–

■
–

–

Low-carbon transition

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

Climate investment

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

 

Green- 
house  
Gas 

Policies

Emission reduction target

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

Emissions Trading Scheme 
■

■
■

■
–

–
–

Carbon tax

■
■

–
–

■
–

–

Carbon crediting /  Offset mechansim 
■

■
■

■
■

■
–

Sectoral emission standards
■

■
■

■
■

■
■

Monitoring Reporting Verification
■

■
■

■
■

■
■

Negative emissions technologies
■

■
–

–
–

■
■

 

Energy 
Effciency 
Policies

Energy efficiency target

■
■

■
■

■
–

■

Energy efficiency strategy

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

Energy labelling  and ecodesign

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

Incentives to manage end-user energy 
consumption 

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

Energy Saving Certificate

■
■

■
–

–
–

–

Fuel efficiency

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

Transport Mobility

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

 

Renewable 
Energy 

Policies

Renewable energy target
■

■
■

■
■

–
■

Renewable energy strategy

■
■

■
■

■
–

■

Renewable energy support

■
■

■
■

■
■

■

Policy implementedPolicy referenced in this report
Uncertain 
Repealed

Policy:

Status:No policy in place
No information
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The report consistes of:

• � an Executive Summary which provides an 
overview of the full report and highlights prevailing 
trends.

• � a barometre designed to present a dynamic 
overview on the development and status of specific 
climate and energy policies within the clients 
thematic and geographic scope.

•  �Country sheets providing information on recent 
policy developments within the chosen themes 
which include: 

A  �Highlights: main stories featured in the country 
sheet;

B  �Key developments relating to recent regulatory 
developments;

C  �Other key issues: which provides additional, 
relevant context to climate and energy policies 
including, important reports, studies, impact-
assessments, key figures and indicators;

D  �Next steps section that provides a timeline for 
future regulatory processes;

E  �Find out more which provides additional 
reading material related to key developments 
and other key issues.



1  FREQUENCY

•  Monthly

•  Quarterly

3  �YOU MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO FOLLOW INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE 
NEGOTIATIONS

4  THEMATIC SCOPE

Greenhouse  
gas Policy

•	 �GHG emissions target

•	 National GHG mitigation 
strategy

•	 Carbon pricing tools: 
Emissions trading 
system, carbon tax, GHG 
crediting mechanism/
offset credits, emission 
standards

•	 Indirect carbon pricing 
tools:  
fuel and energy tax

•	 Fossil fuel subsidy 
reforms

•	 Monitoring Reporting  
and Verification scheme

•	 Negative emissions 
technology (CCS)

Renewable  
Energy Policy

•	 Renewable energy 
target

•	 National renewable 
energy strategy

•	 Renewable energy  
support/mechanisms: 
incentive schemes, 
feed-in tariffs, 
compensation fees…

•	 Renewable energy 
deployment: projects 
above 1GW

Climate and 
Energy Strategy

•	 iNDCs

•	 Climate and energy 
framework

•	 Air pollution policy

•	 Climate investments

•	 International or bilateral 
agreements that 
have strong impact 
on national climate 
and energy policies

2 � GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE 

We have chosen a selection of G20 countries that represent a significant share 
of global FGHG emissions. Over the coming years, these nations will continue 
to provide an interesting case study on how a diverse range of countries are 
preparing for a carbon neutral economy.

Energy  
Efficiency Policy
(Building, Energy and 

Transport)

•	 Energy efficiency target

•	 National energy 
efficiency strategy

•	 Energy efficiency  
incentive schemes

•	 Energy labelling and 
ecodesign

•	 Incentives to manage 
end-user energy 
consumption (smart 
metering, ecoloan…)

BUILDING YOUR REPORT

The content of your report can be tailored according to four main parameters.



I4CE
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I4CE TEAM

I4CE Institute for Climate Economics - is an initiative of Caisse 
des Dépôts and Agence Française de Développement. Our 
Think Tank aims to help public and private decision-makers 
to improve the way in which they understand, anticipate, and 
encourage the use of economic and financial resources aimed 
at promoting the transition to a low-carbon economy

TRUST US

With over 10 years of experience, the I4CE Industry Energy 
and Climate team have worked with many international and 
local partners including Air Liquide, CEPS, Dalkia, Enerdata, 
Engie, Environmental Defense Fund, French ministries such as 
Ministère de l’Environnement, de l’Energie et de la Mer, Ministère 
de l’Economie, de l’Industrie et du Numérique, Groupe EDF, 
IETA, IFP Energie Nouvelle, IFRI, Solvay Energy Services, Total, 
Transdev, Veolia…  

CONFIDENTIALITY

All information regarding the client’s choice in scope of the report 
(country list and thematic list) remains confidential. Information 
included in the report is public.

CONTACT

Emilie Alberola 
Program Director of  

“Industry, Energy and Climate” 
emilie.alberola@i4ce.org

WANT TO LEARN MORE…? 
Contact I4CE to schedule a consultation  
with our team of experts.


